
 
  
The things you do not have to say make you rich. Saying the things 
you do not have to say weakens your talk. Hearing the things you 
do not have to hear dulls your hearing; and the things you know 
before you hear them – these are who you are and this is the reason 
you are in the world. 
 
 
 
from 
Crossing Unmarked Snow, 1998 
by William Stafford  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


